
Mesa Union School District 
 

 

Agenda for the Board Meeting of the Board of Trustees to be held on Tuesday, October 15, 2013, at 6:00 

p.m. in the School Multi-Purpose Room located at 3901 North Mesa School Road, Somis, California 93066 
 

The Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Trustees will begin at 6:00 p.m. with closed session and approximately 6:30 

p.m. for open session. A complete agenda packet is available at the District Office, 3901 North Mesa School Road, 

Somis, Monday and Tuesday prior to a regularly scheduled meeting and online at www.mesaschool.org. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND RECOGNITION OF A QUORUM:  

Time______   Present Absent 

Mrs. Susan Nemets, President  ______ ______ 

Mr. Steven Sullivan, Vice President ______ ______ 

Mrs. Judith Thielemann, Board Clerk ______ ______ 

Mr. Rick Murray, Trustee    ______ ______ 

Mr. Noel Camanag, Trustee  ______ ______ 

Dr. Michael Babb, Superintendent ______ ______ 

Mr. Ryan Howatt, Principal  ______ ______ 

Mrs. Cindy Hansen, Chief Business Official ______ ______ 

Mrs. Erica Magdaleno, Executive Assistant ______ ______ 

 

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

Usually an agenda covers an entire session, in which case it is the order of business for that session and is adopted by 

majority vote of the assembly. Thereafter, no change can be made in the agenda except by a two-thirds vote or by 

unanimous consent. At the point of adoption of the agenda, any Board member or the superintendent can request that 

the agenda be re-ordered. 

 

3. PUBLIC COMMMENT ON CLOSED SESSION ITEMS: 

At this time, any member of the public may address the Board concerning the closed session items. A person addressing 

the Board is urged to use not more than three (3) minutes of time.  

 

4. CLOSED SESSION:    
During this time, the Board may adjourn to closed session to discuss confidential material relating to: 

 

A. Personnel as it relates to 2013-2014 staffing authorized by Government Code §54957 

B. Negotiations as it relates to MUTA and MUST authorized by Government Code §3549.1 
 

ADJOURN FROM CLOSED: Time______ 

 

RECONVENE IN PUBLIC 

(Approximate time-6:30pm) Time: ______ 

 

Report of Actions taken during closed session: The president of the Board will report on actions taken during 

closed session.  

 

5. OFFICIAL OPENING - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

6. MINUTES 

 

It is the recommendation of the district administration that the Board of Trustees approve the minutes of the Regular 

Board Meeting of September 17, 2013, as presented. 

 

7. AUDIENCE TO ADDRESS BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

PRESENTATIONS/COMMENTS BY THE PUBLIC.  All individuals are invited to speak to the Board during 

public comment on matters related to the district. If you wish to address the Board, please plan to complete a Speaker 
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p.m. in the School Multi-Purpose Room located at 3901 North Mesa School Road, Somis, California 93066 
 

Form prior to the start of the meeting. Forms are available in the District Office, at the Board meeting and online at 

www.mesaschool.org 
 

8. SUPERINTENDENT AND PRINCIPAL’S REPORTS: 

Superintendent: 

A. Year IV Program Improvement 

B. LCAP 

C. Professional Learning 

D. Migrant Speech and Spelling 

 

9. BOARD MEMBERS’ REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

A. Correspondence  

B. Board members' reports and communications 

C. Board members' interests and concerns 

 

10. DISCUSSION: 

   

11. CONSENT AGENDA: 

*Approval of Consent Agenda – All items on the Consent Agenda are to be approved as one motion unless a Board 

Member requests separate action on a specific item. Each item approved shall be deemed to have been read in full 

and adopted as recommended. 

 

A. Purchase Orders – Mesa          

 

It is the recommendation of the district administration that the Purchase Orders be approved as presented. 

 

PLEASE SEE AGENDA ITEM 11A IN THE PACKET 

 

B. Check Register – Mesa 

 

It is the recommendation of the district administration that the Check Register be approved as presented. 

 

PLEASE SEE AGENDA ITEM 11B IN THE PACKET 

 

C. Statement of Revenues and Expenditures (August 2013) 

 

It is the recommendation of the district administration that the Statement of Revenues and Expenditures be 

approved as presented. 

 

PLEASE SEE AGENDA ITEM 11C IN THE PACKET 

 

D. Current Enrollment Report 

 

It is the recommendation of the district administration that the Enrollment Report be accepted as presented. 

 

PLEASE SEE AGENDA ITEM 11D IN THE PACKET 

 
E. Student of the Month Listing 

 

It is the recommendation of the district administration that the Student of the Month listing be accepted as 

presented.  
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 PLEASE SEE AGENDA ITEM 11E IN THE PACKET 

 

F.  Golden Valley Charter School Statement of Revenue and Expenditures 

 

It is the recommendation of the district administration that the Statement of Revenue and Expenditures from the 

Golden Valley Charter School be approved as presented. 

 

PLEASE SEE AGENDA ITEM 11F IN THE PACKET 

 

12. ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

Public Hearing: 

 

A. Presentation of Initial Proposal of the Mesa Union Teachers’ Association (MUTA) to the Mesa Union School 

 District for the 2013-2014 school year Negotiations; and Public Comment  

  

In accordance with Government Code section 3547, all initial bargaining proposals of an exclusive bargaining 

representative shall be presented at a public meeting of a public school employer. The initial bargaining proposal 

of the Mesa Union Teachers' Association was first made public at the September 17, 2013 meeting of the Board of 

Trustees and is hereby returned to this agenda for public discussion.  

  

 CLOSED PUBLIC HEARING: Time: ________ 

 

Public Hearing:  

 

B. Presentation of Initial Proposal of Mesa Union School District to the Mesa Union Teachers’ Association (MUTA) 

 for the 2013-2014 school year Negotiations; and Public Comment.  

  

In accordance with Government Code section 3547, all initial bargaining proposals of a public school employer 

shall be presented at a public meeting of the public `176school employer. The initial bargaining proposal of the 

Mesa Union School District to the  Mesa Union Teachers' Association(MUTA) was first made public at the 

September 17, 2013 meeting of the Board of Trustees and is hereby returned to this agenda for public discussion.  

  

 CLOSED PUBLIC HEARING: Time: ________ 

 

C. Discuss and Acknowledge Receipt of the Initial Proposal of the Mesa Union Teachers' Association (MUTA) 

 to the Mesa Union School District for the 2013-2014 school year for Negotiations.  

 

In accordance with Government Code section 3547, discuss and acknowledge receipt by the Board of the 

initial proposal of the Mesa Union Teachers' Association (MUTA) to the Mesa Union School District for the 

2013-2014 school year.  

  

PLEASE SEE AGENDA ITEM 12C IN THE PACKET 

 

D. Discuss and Adopt the Initial Proposal of the Mesa Union School District to the Mesa Union 

Teachers' Association (MUTA) for the 2013-2014 school year Negotiations.  

 

In accordance with Government Code section 3547, discuss and adopt the initial proposal of the Mesa Union 

School District to the Mesa Union Teachers' Association (MUST) for the 2013-2014 school year for 

Negotiations. 

 

 PLEASE SEE AGENDA ITEM 12D IN THE PACKET 

 

 



Mesa Union School District 
 

 

Agenda for the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees to be held on Tuesday, October 17, 2013, at 6:00 

p.m. in the School Multi-Purpose Room located at 3901 North Mesa School Road, Somis, California 93066 
 

E. Consideration of adoption of Resolution # 13-14-04 Use of the Northern End of Property. 

 

It is the recommendation of the district administration that the Board of Trustees adopt Resolution# 13-14-04 Use 

of the Northern End of Property.   

 

PLEASE SEE AGENDA ITEM 12E IN THE PACKET 

F. Consideration of adoption of Resolution #13-14-05 In Recognition of National Red Ribbon Week October 23-

October 31, 2013. 

 

It is the recommendation of the district administration that the Board of Trustees adopt Resolution #13-14-05 In 

Recognition of National Red Ribbon Week, October 23-31, 2013 

 

 PLEASE SEE AGENDA ITEM 12F IN THE PACKET 

 

G. Consideration of approval of the service agreement with the Gervitz Graduate School of Education for the services 

of providing Mesa Union School District with South Coast Writing Project (SCWriP) teacher training.  

 

It is the recommendation of the district administration that the Board of Trustees approve the service agreement 

with the Gervitz Graduate School Education for providing Mesa Union School District with South Coast Writing 

Project (SCWriP) teacher training.  

 

PLEASE SEE AGENDA ITEM 12G IN THE PACKET 

 

H. Consideration of approval of the District of Choice procedures and application for the 2014-2015 school year as 

presented or amended.   

 

It is the recommendation of the district administration that the Board of Trustees approve the District of 

Choice procedures and application for the 2014-2015 school year as presented or amended.  

 

PLEASE SEE AGENDA ITEM 12H IN THE PACKET 

 

I. Consideration of the adoption of the Common Core State Standards Spending Plan.  

 

It is the recommendation of the district administration that the Board of Trustees adopt the Common Core 

Spending Plan as provided or amended.  

 

 PLEASE SEE AGENDA ITEM 12I IN THE PACKET 

 

J. Consideration of acceptance of the Quarterly Report on Williams Uniform Complaints. 

 

It is the recommendation of the District Administration that the Board of Trustees accept the Williams 

Quarterly Report. There were no complaints for the quarter ending September 2013. 

 

PLEASE SEE AGENDA ITEM 12J IN THE PACKET 

 

K. Consideration of adoption of the updated board policies as presented or amended. 

 

It is the recommendation of the district administration that the Board of Trustees adopt the updated board 

policies in sections 2000-3000. 

 

 PLEASE SEE AGENDA ITEM 12K IN THE PACKET 



Mesa Union School District 
 

 

Agenda for the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees to be held on Tuesday, October 17, 2013, at 6:00 

p.m. in the School Multi-Purpose Room located at 3901 North Mesa School Road, Somis, California 93066 
 

 

L. First Reading for policy revisions in sections 0000-3000. 

 

It is the recommendation of the district administration that the Board of Trustees review the policies in 

sections 0000-3000. These policies will be placed on the November 2013 agenda for adoption.  

 

PLEASE SEE AGENDA ITEM 12L IN THE PACKET   

 

M. First Reading for policy revisions in section 4000. 

 

It is the recommendation of the district administration that the Board of Trustees review the policies in 

section 4000. These policies will be placed on the November 2013 agenda for adoption.  

 

PLEASE SEE AGENDA ITEM 12M IN THE PACKET 

 

N. First Reading for policy revisions in section 5000. 

 

It is the recommendation of the district administration that the Board of Trustees review the policies in 

section 5000. These policies will be placed on the November 2013 agenda for adoption.  

 

PLEASE SEE AGENDA ITEM 12N IN THE PACKET 

 

13. PERSONNEL: 
A. Consideration of approval of the Revised Student Supervisor job description. Salary placement to be 

 Range R2-002 of the Classified Salary Schedule.  

  

It is the recommendation of the district administration that the Board of Trustees approve the revised Student 

Supervisor job description.   

  

 PLEASE SEE AGENDA ITEM 13A IN THE PACKET 

  

B. Consideration of approval of hiring a temporary Student Supervisor for 2 to 3 hour per day.  

 

It is the recommendation of the district that the Board of Trustees approve the hiring of a temporary Student 

Supervisor for 2 to 3 hours per day.   

 

 14. ITEMS FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION 

 A. Summer Facility Use 

B. Discuss and Adopt the Initial Proposal of the Mesa Union School District to the Mesa Union Support Team for the 

2013-2014 school year Negotiations.   

  

15. FUTURE MEETINGS 

A. November 19, 6:00 p.m. 

 

16. ADJOURNMENT: 

 Time: ______ 

 

In accordance with requirement of the Americans with Disabilities Act and related federal regulations, individuals who 

require special accommodation, including but not limited to an American sign language interpreter, accessible seating or 

documentation in accessible formats, should contact the Superintendent's office at least two days before the meeting.  



Official Minutes of the September 17, 2013, Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Mesa Union School District 
Call to order 
 
 
Roll Call 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agenda 

Public Comment on 
Closed Session 
 
 
Reconvene to Open 
Session  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Official Opening 
Pledge  
 
Minutes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Superintendent’s 
Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The September 17, 2013, Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Mesa Union School 
District was called to order by President Nemets at 6: 04 p.m. in the Multi-purpose Room. 
 
Board members present were Susan Nemets, Rick Murray, Steven Sullivan and Noel 
Camanag. 
 
Judith Thielemann was absent. 
 
Administration present were Dr. Babb, superintendent, Ryan Howatt, principal, Erica Magdaleno, 
executive assistant, and Cindy Hansen, chief business officer. 
 
The agenda was adopted by common consent.  
 
At 6: 05p.m., President Nemets asked for public comment on closed session items. Hearing 
none, she announced that the Board was going into closed session to discuss personnel as it 
relates to the 2013-2014 school year, and negotiations as it relates to MUST and MUTA. 
 
At 6:15 p.m., the Board of Trustees returned to open session. President Nemets reported that the 
Board of Trustees had just returned from closed session where personnel as it relates to the 2013-
2014 school year, and negotiations as it relates to MUST and MUTA were discussed. No action 
was taken.  
 
Trustee Thielemann arrived at 6:20 p.m. 
 
Trustee Nemets announced that the Board would be taking a short break.  
 
At 6:30 p.m., the Board reconvened.   
 
President Nemets led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

On motion of Trustee Murray, seconded by Trustee Thielemann, the minutes of the Regular Board 
Meeting of August 20, 2013, were approved as amended.  
 
Dr. Babb introduced Alina Poberezhskiy, school psychologist.  
Mr. Howatt introduced Terri Alkire, 6th grade teacher.   
 
Board of Trustees introduced themselves to Mrs. Poberezhskiy and Mrs. Alkire.  
 
Superintendent’s  Report: 
 
A. AYP/API: Dr. Babb presented a Power Point presentation of the API/AYP data for the past 

10 years. API goals for the 2012-2013 school year were met. Over time the staff will strive 
to close the achievement gap between low-income, Latino and other students. Dr. Babb also 
demonstrated a gap between Latino students who are low-income and those who are not. 
AYP/API presentation was also presented to teachers at the August 23 professional learning 
day. Information will be used to characterize score patterns.  

 
B. Student Assessment: Dr. Babb shared an update regarding student assessments. What 

standardized test will students be taking in the spring? STAR or Smarter Balanced? This 
question came up at the August 23 pre-service meeting with teachers. Two weeks ago the 
CDE said in a press release that schools will have the option of not administering STAR so 
schools can focus on Smarter Balanced. Besides the political disagreement, between state 
and federal government there are logistical questions about tech capacity to test all 3-8 
students in the lab/MPR in a short period of time. Administrators met with VCOE tech 
leadership on Friday. They agree that Mesa has the capacity and that if we choose to test 
kids on Smarter Balanced VCOE will have techs on site to support.  
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Principal’s Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Trustee Sullivan inquired on what percent of schools will be using the Smarter Balanced 
Assessment verses the CST’s. Dr. Babb shared while he did not have a percentage, that the 
topic was discussed at the County Superintendents’ meeting and again at the Oxnard feeder 
district meeting. Most districts are waiting for the Governor’s signature on AB484. AB 484 
will suspend STAR in favor of Smarter Balanced Tech assessments.  

  
C. Hardship/Facilities Appeal: Dr. Babb shared that he met over the summer with Joel 

Kirshenstein of Sage and representatives of the Office of Public School Construction 
regarding district appeal of OPSC’s denial of excessive hardship funding related to the last 
bond project. Staff at OPSC told Dr. Babb that they almost certainly would not support our 
appeal. There was no way to get beyond full and final. However, OPSC staff proposed an 
alternate way for the district to get some of the funding requested. The project was funded 
50/50 because it was slated as a new project. Switching to a 60/40 project and removing the 
cost of the land acquired would  allow the district to recoup $50,000. That entailed taking 
the application as submitted, adding no changes, removing purchase of land and 
recalculating total at 60% instead of 50%. Mr. Kirshenstein still is optimistic that the County 
of Ventura will assume some of the costs of the traffic light. He is pursuing this.  

 
D. Technology Update: Dr. Babb shared update regarding technology services. It has been a 

rough beginning of the year. There have been two server failures, teacher and student 
devices not working and there has been a decrease in technology support personnel. VCOE 
tech support staff is short staffed, causing a back log on service ticket request. VCOE is 
looking at addressing back log on Saturday to catch up.  

  
E. District of Choice: Dr. Babb recommended using the same timeline, procedures, and 

application for the 2014-2015 school year, District of Choice option. Dr. Babb will be 
reviewing the current enrollment and make a recommendation for the number of spaces that 
will be made available for District of Choice.    
 

Principals Report:  
 

A. Student Engagement- Student expectations have changed. Teachers are being asked to 
encourage more student engagement. It allows the students the opportunity to interact and 
communicate. Mr. Howatt shared that he would be observing classrooms for student 
engagement and use on teacher evaluations.  

 
B.  Datawise Update- Mr. Howatt met with Cathy Reznicek to review Common Core testlets.  

The blue prints will help teachers and students prepare. Mr. Howatt shared blue prints with 
the board.     

     
Trustee Thielemann requested clarification: will rough drafts be used for test, or will 
all work be completed on computers? 
  
Trustee Sullivan inquired if tests are going to be timed.  
 
Trustee Nemets inquired if tests are going to be aligned to the curriculum.  
 
C. Junior High Schedule Update-Mr. Howatt shared his observations from the new junior high 

schedule. He observed students interacting, sharing ideas, comparing text, debating, and writing 
responses. During the 11:45am-12:20 time slot, GATE students are meeting for GATE, ELD 
students are meeting with Mrs. Dwork and Mrs. Grogan for ELD support. The new schedule is 
providing students with the opportunity for student progress. Exploratory is going well. Mrs. 
Alkire is having students research on laptops.   

 
Trustee Nemets expressed her concern about the incentive recess. Recess is not being offered to all  
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Board Members’ 
Reports and 
Communications  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
students.  Trustee Thielemann suggested having the recess time be used for other projects such as 
GATE project or science fair projects.   
 
Correspondence: 
 
Trustee Thielemann shared correspondence regarding parent concerns regarding Exploratory. Many 
parents are unsure about what Exploratory is. Communication should have been sent out to Junior 
high parents.  

 
Trustee Thielemann shared a concern about PE uniforms. Per the board policy PE uniforms are not a 
requirement.  Students are only required to be dressed appropriately.  Parent would like to use the 
purchase as a donation. Cindy Hansen will clarify with auditors which amount can be used for tax 
purposes.  

  
Trustee Nemets shared her experience from the Ronald Regan Library trip, and inquired why 
students were not able to stay longer. Mr. Howatt clarified that the field trip was only to see a 
particular exhibit. Students who do not go the Washington D. C. usually go to the library during that 
time. Trustee Thielemann shared that it would beneficial for all students to return and see the rest of 
the library.  

  
Trustee Thielemann shared concerns from parents regarding last year’s yearbook. Many parents 
were very disappointed that there was no yearbook. Trustee Thielemann had volunteered to start a 
yearbook committee. Students will meet during lunch and maybe during exploratory.    

  
A. Board members’ reports and communications 

 
B. Board members’ interests and concerns 
 
Trustee Sullivan and Trustee Thielemann shared their concerns about parking. There are still cars 
parking in the loop that are being left unattended. Mr. Howatt will continue to communicate concern 
on Mesa Matters and monitor the parking lot on a regular basis.   

 
Trustee Sullivan expressed concerned about the junior high gates being locked. In case of emergency 
students do not have open access. Dr. Babb shared that he has been looking at bids to change the 
gates to push out gates.  
 
Consent Agenda: 
The Consent Agenda items 11A-11C and 11E were approved by common consent.  Item 11D 
Student Enrollment was pulled for discussion.  
 
Trustee Nemets requested clarification regarding the Transitional Kindergarten enrollment. Mr. 
Howatt clarified that two students had left the program.  
Trustee Sullivan requested clarification regarding the high enrollment in math classes for junior 
high. Mr. Howatt clarified the changes that have impacted enrollment.   
 
Dr. Babb also shared that moving forward the K-3 enrollment will be decreasing to 24 to 1 to meet 
Class Size Reduction requirements. 
  
On motion of Trustee Sullivan, seconded by Trustee Thielemann, and carried with a 5-0-0 vote, 
consent agenda item 11D Student Enrollment was approved.   
 
Purchase Orders $1,087,655.35 
Checks totaling $198,783.02 
Enrollment 652 
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Action/Discussion: 
 
Public Hearing 
 
 
 
Resolution 
 #13-14-03 
 
 
Field Trip 
Request 
 
Revised Goals and 
Objectives 
 
Student 
Agreement with 
CSUCI  
 
 
Board Policies 1st  
 
Board Policy 
Adoption 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MUTA Sunshine 
Proposal 
 
 
MUSD Sunshine 
Proposal 
 
 

Action/Discussion: 
 
President Nemets opened the Public Hearing at 8:17 p.m., for the purpose of taking public input on 
the sufficiency of textbooks. There was no comment.  
 
President Nemets closed the Public Hearing at 8:19 p.m.  
 
On motion of Trustee Sullivan, seconded by Trustee Camanag, and carried with a 5-0-0 vote, 
Resolution #13-14-03 Regarding the Sufficiency of Textbooks was adopted.  
 
On motion of Trustee Thielemann, seconded by Trustee Murray, and carried with a 5-0-0 vote, the 
8th grade field trip request to the Museum of Tolerance on March 5, 2014, was approved.   
 
On motion of Trustee Thielemann, seconded by Trustee Murray, and carried with a 5-0-0 vote, the 
revised district goals and objectives reflecting public input from the regular board meeting of 
August 20, 2013 were adopted as presented.    
 
On motion of Trustee Thielemann, seconded by Trustee Murray, and carried with a 5-0-0 vote, the 
student teacher agreement with California State University, Channel Islands for the duration of July 
1, 2013 through June 30, 2016 was approved.   
 
The Board of Trustees was provided with Board Policies for first review to be brought for approval 
at the October 2013 Board meeting.  
 
On motion of Trustee Murray, seconded by Trustee Thielemann, and carried with a 5-0-0 vote, the 
Board of Trustees adopted the policy updates as presented and amended.  
 
Trustee Sullivan expressed concerns regarding the charter school audit and management.  
 
Trustee Nemets suggested posting the uniform complaint process in central location along with 
other mandated postings.  
 
Trustee Sullivan requested clarification of dress out policy for junior high. He is concerned that 
students’ grades will be affected if they are not wearing the PE uniform that can be purchased at 
school. Trustee Sullivan suggested clarifying policy with Mr. Rosen to ensure it is being followed 
correctly.  
  
Trustees Sullivan expressed concern about bus transportation policy. Currently there are some 
buses that do not have seat belts. Trustee Murray clarified that school buses are exempt. Dr. Babb 
will communicate with bus drivers to enforce seat belt regulations for the buses that do have seat 
belts.   
 
Board of Trustees agreed to pull board policy AR 3541 Transportation Routes and Services for 
further review. Policy will be brought back to the October 2013 board meeting for first read.  
 
On motion of Trustee Murray, seconded by Trustee Sullivan and carried with a 5-0-0 vote, the 
initial proposal of the Mesa Union Teacher’s Association to the Mesa Union School District for the 
2013-2014 school year was accepted.  
 
On motion of Trustee Sullivan, seconded by Trustee Thielemann, and carried with a 5-0-0 vote, the 
initial proposal of the Mesa Union School District to the Mesa Union Teachers’ Association for the 
2013-2014 school year was received and reviewed. 
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Common Core 
Standards 
Spending Plan 
 
Personnel 
 
 
Future Meetings 
 
Adjournment 

 
The Board of Trustees was provided with a proposal of the Common Core Standards Spending 
Plan. The plan will be adopted at the October 2013 Board Meeting.   
 
 
Personnel: No personnel items 
 
October 15, 2013, at 6:00 p.m. 
 
There being no further items Trustee Nemets adjourned the Regular Board Meeting at 8:48 p.m.    
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